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• Auto, Home & Business Insurance
• Life, Disability & Critical Illness Insurance
• Travel Insurance

Call us for answers, it’s that simple.

905-936-5200 ext. 221

Brenda Horan
R.I.B., CLU, CHS, CEA, EPC, RIS

Financial Advisor & Estate Planner

6670 Third Line, Tottenham, ON

Financial Services Including
Estate & Retirement Planning

Providing Peace of mind

Providing Peace of mind

HALIBUT HOUSE fi sh & chips
36 Young St. (Alliston Mills Plaza)

705-435-8889
EAT IN OR TAKE OUT, OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Buy One, Get the Second One
Haddock Fish & Chips

Buy One, Get the Second One

50% OFF
With Coupon. Dine-In or Take-Out

Please tell us you have the coupon before ordering. O� er cannot be combined with any other specials or o� ers. O� er expires March 19/2026

REGULAR

SIZE

SWEET SEEDLESS 
ORANGES

149
/lb

3.28/kg

VINCE’S OWN VEG
OR CHICKEN CHILI

PRIME  BONELESS 
CHICKEN BREAST

799
ea

save $4.00

CHECK OUT OUR TOP FLYER SPECIALS ON PAGE 7!
MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

35%
reg 13.49/lb

OFF

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

affordable optical

13 Queen St. S,
Tottenham
905-936-3112

Seniors Day is on
Monday, March 2nd • Standard Service

• Pre-booked Rides

• Airport Transfers

• Community
Transportation Program

Info@lumataxi.com

Serving Alliston, Beeton
and Tottenham

Wheelchair Accessible Taxi

705-434-9797
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Raging Fire Destroys Tottenham Home



From decks to drywall: Understanding New Tecumseth’s building permit rules
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

With spring arriving soon, many local resi-
dents will be planning home renovations, both 
inside and outside.

Whenever you plan to build or renovate, 
you may need a proper building permit for 
your project.

The Town of New Tecumseth can help you 
with building and renovating. Permits protect 
your home and ensure everyone’s safety.

Many projects will require a proper build-
ing permit.

You must obtain a building permit if you 
are planning to build new, demolish, renovate, 

repair, or add onto a building or structure.
Examples of when a building permit is 

required by is not limited to, include:
• A new building or structure that is larger 

than 15 sq. meters (161 sq. ft.)
• An addition or sunroom that is attached to 

a building or structure
• Agricultural buildings
• A pre-fabricated building/structure, which 

is greater than 15 square metres
• Any building or structure that contains 

plumbing, regardless of size
• Any plumbing or HVAC work
You will need a building permit if you are 

excavating a basement, constructing a foun-
dation, or converting an attached garage into 

a livable space.
You also need a building permit if you are 

installing:
• A door between an attached garage and a 

house or basement
• An exterior staircase for basement access
When it comes to interior work, you will 

need a building permit when:
• Installing, changing, or removing or mov-

ing load-bearing walls and beams
• Installing new openings in load-bearing 

walls, exterior walls or changing the size of 
doors and windows

• Installing a skylight in the roof of a build-
ing/structure

Installing or modifying a septic system, 

water service, sewer line, heating system, air-
conditioning system, fi replace or wood stove.

This includes:
• Installing or repairing a chimney
• Installing, renovating, or modifying 

plumbing fi xtures or plumbing systems
• Constructing, renovating or repairing a 

sewage system, septic tank or septic fi eld
For outdoor decks, you need a permit to 

build a wood deck that is more than 600 mm 
(23-5/8 inches) above ground level.

This includes decks around private swim-
ming pools, and if you are adding a roof over 
a wood deck.

If you are unsure if you need a permit, con-
tact the town for more information.

New Tecumseth council reviews report on Buy Ontario Act
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Town of New Tecumseth Council 
received a report detailing the Buy Ontario 
Act 2025, as legislated by the Province of 
Ontario, during council meeting on Feb. 9.

This legislation grants the Province 
authority to establish mandatory procure-
ment rules for municipalities and other 
public-sector organizations.

The stated mission of the Buy Ontario 
Act is to prioritize Ontario-made goods and 
services in public procurement, ensuring 
that provincial tax dollars support Ontario’s 
workforce.

The act is intentionally broad in scope, 
with detailed requirements expected to be 
defi ned in forthcoming regulations.

Initial implementation is expected to 
focus on light-duty Á eet vehicles and con-

struction procurements.
The legislation is a direct result of the 

United States increasing its use of tariffs 
on key sectors, including steel, aluminum, 
energy, automotive products, and softwood 
lumber.

These measures caused signifi cant dis-
ruptions across the highly integrated North 
American supply chain.

In response, both the federal and Ontario 
governments introduced a series of mitiga-
tion measures throughout 2025.

The Buy Ontario Act was introduced in 
Nov. 2025 to safeguard Ontario’s economy.

The proposed policy would require 
Ontario’s public sector to purchase or lease 
vehicles that are manufactured in Ontario 
fi rst.

A vehicle manufactured in Ontario has 
the number ¶2’ as the fi rst digit of its 9ehi-
cle Identifi cation Number �9IN�.

When it comes to infrastructure and 
construction projects, the proposed policy 
would apply to major goods and services in 
capital infrastructure and construction proj-
ects to encourage vendors to use Ontario-
made and Canadian-made goods and ser-
vices wherever possible when delivering 
capital infrastructure and construction proj-
ects to support key industries.

There are no direct fi nancial impacts 
associated with this report; however, the 
implementation of any resulting directives 
is expected to incur costs.

Anticipated costs include staff time 
for stakeholder engagement and internal 
communications, updates to policies and 
templates, employee training and user 
support, development of new evaluation 
tools, extended evaluation processes, and 
increased responses to supplier inquiries 
related to the revised policy.

Additional costs may arise from develop-
ing compliance-tracking and reporting sys-
tems, and from preparing submissions for 
the province.

STO C K  P H O TO      

B U Y  O N TARI O  –  T h e G ove rnment of  O ntario 
h as imp lemented th e B uy O ntario Act to sup -
p ort th e p rovi nce’s workf orce and resp ond to 
tarrif s f rom th e U .S.       C O N TRI B U TED  P H O TO      
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VENDOR APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN

We’re decking the halls once again and inviting unique, passionate vendors to join 
us in making HollyFest even more magical in its second year. After an incredible 

inaugural event, we’re excited to welcome new businesses and continue growing
Orangeville Citizen’s signature holiday shopping experience.

If you’re ready to showcase your products, connect with an engaged community, join a 
festive tradition in the making, we’d love to have you at HollyFest and share in the magic!

Saturday, November 21, 2026 - 9am to 4pm; and 
Sunday, November 22, 2026 - 10am to 3pm

Indoors at the Orangeville Fairgrounds, 
247090 Side Rd 5, Mono

To apply to be a vendor at the show, scan the QR code, visit our 
website or email shows@lpcmedia.ca for a vendor application form. 

Apply before June 1, 2026 and be eligible for early 
acceptance on June 26.

orangevillehollyfest.ca

ORANGEVILLE CITIZEN

HOLLYFEST
A holiday artisan 

shopping experience

BRIAN 
SAUNDERSON
MPP, Simcoe-Grey

IF YOU NEED HELP ACCESSING 
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 
SERVICES, MY TEAM AND I CAN HELP.
ALLISTON CONSTITUENCY OFFICE
180 PARSONS ROAD, UNIT 28
ALLISTON, ONTARIO L9R 1E8
(705) 435-4087
BRIAN.SAUNDERSON@PC.OLA.ORG



Our Town Food Bank celebrates 35 years of serving Tottenham
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Our Town Food Bank in Tottenham is cel-
ebrating 35 years of helping people with food 
insecurity.

Established in 1991, the food bank opened 
its doors for the first time on Feb. 14 of that 
year after founding members realized there 
was a need for the service in Tottenham.

It was originally located in a modular home 
in Tottenham; however, the structure wasn’t 
adequate for visitors and required some work.

It was relocated to the rear of 18 Queen St. 
In 2016, a building that was originally Tot-
tenham Town Hall. The plan was for the food 
bank to be there for a year, but it worked so 
well that they are still there.

The Food Bank is run by volunteers, sev-
eral of whom have been there for over 20 
years.

“When the (town) amalgamation hap-
pened, which is when this food bank opened, 
there was a need for this service in town,” 
explained Susan Iacoucci, president of Our 
Town Food Bank. “We have a shopping 
model here, so clients can use the points sys-
tem and shop for what they want. We give 

them that dignity to come in and do a quick 
shop. If you sign up as a client and are hav-
ing food insecurity, we have a conversation 
and assess how many points a person should 
have. We’re a supplement – we’re not meant 
to feed you, we are meant to give you a help-
ing hand.”

Our Food Bank is open every Tuesday 
afternoon, and there is usually a line-up of 
clients waiting for their turn to shop.

Over the years, the food bank has evolved. 
Food banks used to accept only non-perish-
able food donations. However, it was finally 
decided that people can’t eat only food from a 
box or a can, and they can also eat other prod-
ucts like fruits, vegetables, and bread.

The food bank relies on donations from 
local residents and several local farms and 
businesses to keep food on its shelves.

“Our operating budget is $150,000 to 
$180,000 to stay open,” Iacoucci explained. 
“Around 99 per cent of the money donated 
goes right into the food bank. We have only 
a one per cent overhead. If it wasn’t for the 
community, we wouldn’t be here,”  

Our Town Food Bank provides a valuable 
service to local residents who face challenges 
accessing healthy food.

Updated building permit application form in New Tecumseth now available
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

If you are planning a renovation, addition, 
or new build in New Tecumseth, you should 
be aware that the Province of Ontario has 
updated the Application for a Permit to Con-

struct or Demolish.
The new application is now in effect and 

must be used for all building permit applica-
tions.

These changes come from the province 
and help ensure applications comply with 
current rules under the Ontario Building 

Code.
Changes to the new form:
• References to Tarion / Ontario New 

Home Warranty Program have been removed
• There is a new section for the New Home 

Construction Licensing Act builder or ven-
dor license number (for new homes)

• If you already know who your builder 
will be, you are encouraged to include that 

information on your application.
Builders, designers, and homeowners 

must use the new provincial form starting 
immediately.

Using an old version of the building per-
mit may delay your permit review.

<ou can find the updated form, application 
requirements, and helpful guides at newte-
cumseth.ca/BuildingPermit

M AJ O R M I L ESTO N E –  T h e O ur T own Food B ank in T ottenh am is celebrating 3 5 years of  serv -
ing local residents. I t h elp s p eop le ex p eriencing f ood insecurity and is run entirely by v olunteers. 
O ur T own Food B ank P resident Susan I acoucci and v olunteers, J oh n B attaglia and Adam Ma-
ciel, were ready to greet clients on T uesday, Feb. 1 7 .                    B RI AN  L O C K H ART P H O TO      

STO C K  P H O TO      
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905-729-7272
Dr. Rosanna Porretta and Associates

29 Main St. W.
Beeton, ON  L0G 1A0

www.beetonfamilydentist.com
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Beeton Dental - Porreta Branding - Logo Design

Foon Duong

1:10

6
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FamilyDENTALCentre

General & Cosmetic Dentistry
DENTAL
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GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
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Beeton 

Beeton 

GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

DENTAL

DENTAL

DENTAL
Beeton 

GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

D R .  R O S A N N A  P O R R E TA

B  lton
Family Dental Centre

General & Cosmetic Dentistry

Beet  n
Family Dental Centre
General & Cosmetic Dentistry

Beeton 

FAMILY  &  COSMETIC  DENTISTRY
DENTALBeeton FAMILY

DENTAL
C E N T R E
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New 
Patients 

are always 
welcome. 
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Everyone is eligible for the Canadian Dental Care Plan!

A
CONFIDENT
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A h ug is a rath er p ersonal th ing.
G enerally sp eaking, you only embrace 

someone you know rath er well or are v ery 
f amiliar with .

Alth ough  sometimes th ere is a h ug- by-
p rox y typ e of  th ing wh ere you are intro-
duced to someone wh o is close to some-
one you know, wh ere th ey giv e you a h ug 
because it’s a way of  saying th ey welcome 
you into th eir lif e, or you are distantly 
related.

Sev eral years ago, I  noticed a trend in 
younger p eop le –  generally middle sch ool 
or h igh  sch ool age –  wh ere h ugging 
became th e norm ev ery time th ey saw 
someone th ey knew.

B ecause of  my j ob, I  sp end consider-
able time in p laces like local arenas wh ere 
younger p eop le congregate.

, would see a group of fi ve or si[ Nids 
run into another group of fi ve or si[ Nids 
in th e arena lobby, and th ey would all h ug 
each  oth er. Ev ery kid h ugged ev ery oth er 
kid th ey j ust ran into.

I  th ough t th at was a little much  consider-
ing th ey all p robably saw each  oth er th at 
af ternoon in sch ool, but th ey were always 
smiling and h ap p y, so no h arm done.

T h en C O VI D  h ap p ened. K ids were 
learning f rom h ome, and th ere was a gen-
eral ‘ no contact’ rule p retty much  ev ery-
wh ere.

K ids were taugh t to nev er touch  any-

one and remain six  f eet away f rom oth er 
p eop le.

N ow, th ose younger kids h av e mov ed 
into middle sch ool and h igh  sch ool.

T h ey still seem h ap p y to see oth er p eo-
p le th ey know wh en th ey meet in th e arena 
lobby, but th e h ugging culture seems to 
h av e disap p eared.

K ids were taugh t th at touch ing someone 
else means you could get th eir germs, and 
th ey seem to h av e taken th at seriously –  
no more h ugging.

I  would imagine th e wh ole ‘ cooties’ th ing 
h as a lot more meaning in sch ool yards 
th ese days.

I  bough t my last v eh icle during th e 
h eigh t of  C O VI D . I t was a bit of  a ch allenge 
because v eh icles were getting scarce, 
and you h ad to make an ap p ointment j ust 
to enter th e dealersh ip  to look at a car.

I  bough t a v eh icle and made an ap p oint-
ment to go in and p ick it up .

A good f riend of  mine worked at th e 
dealersh ip , and wh en sh e saw me, sh e 
came out to say h ello and gav e me a h ug 
because it h ad been a wh ile since we h ad 
seen each  oth er.

T h e salesp erson looked absolutely 
sh ocked th at h er co- worker h ad actually 
touch ed a customer.

I  didn’t mind at all.
H owev er, later, I  h op ed th is wouldn’t 

turn into some kind of  situation wh ere 

th e salesp erson would run to th e general 
manager and announce th at my f riend h ad 
touch ed a customer and p ossibly set of f  
a germ ch ain reaction th at would result in 
the dealership being fi ned and shut down.

T h e C O VI D  era ch anged so many 
th ings, and I  th ink we are yet to realiz e th e 
fi nal impact.

I  know of  q uite a f ew sp orts group s, 
clubs, and organiz ations th at were eith er 
banned f rom meeting during th e p andemic 
or members simp ly stop p ed attending out 
of  f ear of  being in any kind of  social set-
ting.

Many of  th ose group s simp ly f aded 
away and h av e nev er recov ered.

I  also know of  sev eral serv ice busi-
nesses th at were f orced to close and 
nev er reop ened.

J ust a f ew days bef ore th e p andemic 
was announced and some businesses 
were ordered to close or greatly restrict 
th eir serv ice, I  interv iewed a young woman 
wh o h ad j ust realiz ed h er lif elong dream of  
op ening h er own caf e.

A f ew days later, sh e was f orced to close 
h er doors and was only allowed to serv e 
p ick- up  orders. I t wasn’t enough , and sh e 
h ad to close sh op .

H er dream disap p eared because of  th e 
p andemic.

T h e p andemic h as also drastically 
altered th e way we say goodbye to lov ed 

ones wh o h av e p assed 
away.

Funerals during 
C O VI D  were v ery 
restrictiv e. My own 
moth er died at th e start of  th e p andemic, 
and initially, we were told we could h av e 
only fi ve people attend any Nind of funeral, 
including the offi ciant.

T h at number was increased to 1 0  p rior 
to th e serv ice. H er f uneral ended up  being 
a f amily meeting at th e f uneral h ome p rior 
to a driv e to th e cemetery and a sh ort ser-
v ice wh ere th e f uneral director insisted we 
all stand six  f eet ap art.

T h e good p art of  th at serv ice was th at 
many p eop le actually did arriv e, and 
p arked th eir cars in a ring around th e cem-
etery and watch ed f rom af ar so as not to 
break distancing rules.

Since C O VI D , many p eop le h av e been 
eliminating f unerals altogeth er. Af ter 
announcing th e death , th e obituary states, 
‘ a celebration of  lif e will h ap p en at a later 
date.’

H owev er, with  rare ex cep tions, th ose 
celebrations nev er take p lace.

I t is sad to th ink we are losing a tradition 
of a fond fi nal farewell.

T h e C O VI D  p andemic took many th ings 
away.

Some th ings may return, but oth ers are 
gone f orev er. 

I remember when... BRIAN LOCKHART
FROM THE SECOND ROW

A lot can h ap p en ov er th e course of  a 
week –  and th e imp act of  all th e myriad 
p ossibilities sometimes h its dif f erently 
dep ending on wh ere you are.

Sp ending 1 0  days staying with  f riends 
in th e U nited States recently was an inter-
esting ex p erience. We’v e become accus-
tomed ov er th e last year- and- a- h alf  to 
waking up  in th e morning and girding our 
p rov erbial loins bef ore taking in all th at 
may h av e h ap p ened ov ernigh t, including 
unh inged late- nigh t v erbal diarrh ea f rom 
p eop le old enough  and smart enough  to 
know better.

B eing inside th e eq ually p rov erbial 
beast wh en th ese rumblings h ap p en is an 
altogeth er dif f erent story.

H ere at h ome, th ese rumblings can 
comp letely up end th e news cycle, with  
p undits being called in to weigh  wh eth er 
each  bowl of  word salad is an ex istential 
th reat to th is nation. O n th e oth er side, 
h owev er, it f elt like th is was simp ly water 
of f  a duck’s back, or “ j ust one more th ing 
we h av e to deal with  today. I t will be some-

th ing new tomorrow.”
Some of  our domestic issues h it dif f er-

ently as well.
A coup le of  days bef ore we were due 

to h it h ome, we were at an unusual p ark. 
D esigned to look like a boomtown th at 
would not h av e been out of  p lace during 
th e C alif ornia G old Rush , or any number 
of  once bustling h amlets th at remain as 
little more th an gh ost towns, it’s a p lace 
that has been used as a fi lming location 
f or scores of  westerns ov er th e last 8 0  
years.

Once the fi lm crews ³get out of Dodge ,́ 
th e q uaint storef ronts giv e way to an eclec-
tic group  of  businesses, including restau-
rants, a p etting z oo, and, more of ten th an 
not, indiv idual, indep endent sh op s sh ow-
casing th e works of  doz ens and doz ens 
of  artisans, including I ndigenous creators.

, couldn¶t help but fi nd the irony in the 
f act I  got a p ing about D oug Ford discour-
aging univ ersity students f rom “ p icking 
basket weav ing courses”  in th eir p ost-
secondary careers in a p lace wh ere th e 

h umble act of  weav ing –  wicker, f abric, 
and oth erwise –  was v ery obv iously any-
th ing but a dying art!

At th e h eart of  th e issue are ch anges 
announced by th e P rov incial gov ernment 
th at will reduce th e scop e of  th e O ntario 
Student Assistance P rogram ( O SAP )  th at 
will see th e amount of  sup p ort av ailable 
f or students dramatically cut, with  th e 
max imum grants now standing at a max i-
mum of  8 5 p er cent being cut to 25 p er 
cent. 

“ I n order to p rotect our p rov ince, it’s 
imp erativ e th at we continue to train 
a strong, h igh ly- skilled workf orce f or 
O ntario f or decades to come,”  said 
O ntario Minister of  C olleges, U niv ersities, 
Research  Ex cellence, and Security N olan 
Q uinn. “ T h rough  th ese ch anges, includ-
ing $ 6.4  billion in new f unding f or th e 
p ost- secondary sector, our gov ernment 
is not only ensuring th e sustainability of  
our colleges, univ ersities, and I ndigenous 
I nstitutes, but also p rep aring our gradu-
ates with  th e in- demand skills th ey need 

to meaningfully fi nd 
good- p aying, reward-
ing careers, wh ile 
continuing to keep  
education accessible 
and keep  costs down 
f or students and th eir f amilies.”

C h anges, th ey say, will h elp  p rep are 
students f or in- demand careers th at meet 
labour market needs, p reserv e students’ 
ability to “ access h igh - q uality p ost- sec-
ondary education, wh ile sup p orting th eir 
ability to ap p rop riately inv est in th eir edu-
cation and success,”  and p rov ide long-
term sustainability f or th e p ost- secondary 
sector.

³Federal changes have signifi cantly 
reduced international student rev enues 
and th e P rov ince is also f acing increased 
domestic demand f or h igh er- cost p ro-
grams and a fi nancial aid program �O6A3� 
th at is dramatically out of  line with  oth er 
j urisdictions,”  th e P rov ince said. 

A basketful of creativity and wonder BROCK WEIR
BROCK’S BANTER

C ontinued on P age 1 9
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No one has more self-confidence than the person who does a crossword puzzle with a pen.

CROSSWORD
CLUES ACROSS

1. What travelers 

must do

5. Calendar month

8. Hopefully quickly

12. Once more

14. Bravo! Bravo! 

Bravo!

15. “Cheers” actress 

Perlman

 16. Astronomy unit

18. Savings vehicle

19. Get your ducks 

in this

20. Right away

21. Popular sports 

league

22. Containers

23. Entireties

26. One who wassails

 30. Turned-up position

31. Extreme modesty

 32. Writing utensil

33. Rewards (archaic)

 34. Ancient capital

39. S. American wood 

sorrel

42. General discomfort

44. Philippine island

 46. A witty saying

47. One who 

summarizes

49. Covered in

50. Mimic

51. Henry was a 

notable one

56. Daughter of Hera 

and Zeus

57. Retired NFLer 

Newton

58. Playground 

equipment

59. Concept

60. Satisfaction

61. Fishing net

62. Hammer end

 63. A father’s male 

child

64. Japanese drink

CLUES DOWN

1. Off-Broadway 

figure

2. Gelatinous 

substance

3. Concern

4. “Lick It Up” rockers

5. Serbian river

6. Part of a hat

7. Bowl-shaped 

drinking vessel

8. Semitic language

9. Utter a shrill cry

10. Long times

 11. Animal parts

13. Causing annoyance

 17. Amorous talker

24. Attempt

25. Harmonic effects

26. Cost per mile

 27. They __

28. Bitterly regret

29. Not even

 35. A way to drop

 36. Title of respect

 37. World leader

 38. Georgia rockers

 40. National capital

 41. Great Plains people

 42. Duck-sized 

dinosaur genus

43. Architectural 

recesses

 44. Member of U.S. 

Navy

 45. Mountainous

 47. Kite bird

 48. Sweetheart 

(archaic)

 49. Popular snack made 

of potato

 52. 70s songsters The 

Bee __

 53. SE China port 

__-men

 54. Something to fill up

 55. League of Legends 

character

Puzzle No. 262410 • Solution in Classifieds

Fidel C astro and h is C ommunist band of  broth ers 
h av e h ad a good long run in p ower ( 66 years) , but th ey 
h av e run out of  road. 

0ost of the relatively small Cuban middle class À ed 
to th e U nited States af ter th e 1 9 59  rev olution, but th e 
new regime certainly h ad mass p op ular sup p ort f or at 
least th e nex t q uarter- century. T h en it began to erode, 
but only quite slowly at fi rst.

T h e C astro broth ers and th eir allies always f aced 
h uge economic p roblems because of  th e U S trade 
embargo, but th ings got much  h arder af ter th e old 
Sov iet U nion collap sed in 1 9 9 1 , eliminating about 8 5 
p er cent of  C uba’s f oreign trade.

T h e ensuing ‘ Sp ecial P eriod in T ime of  P eace’ 
sp anned th e 1 9 9 0 s and brough t great h ardsh ip  to ordi-
nary p eop le –  rationing, blackouts, ev en sev ere f ood 
sh ortages –  but th e economy stabiliz ed ( at a p erma-
nently lower lev el of  p rosp erity)  by 20 0 0 . 

At th at p oint 4 0  p er cent of  th e p op ulation would 
p robably still h av e f ough t to def end th e regime, at least 

if  th e enemy was th e U nited States. T h e enth usiasm 
was gone, but C uban nationalism h as always been a 
p owerf ul f orce.

H owev er, th e institutional rot in a ruling p arty too 
long in p ower continued, and af ter anoth er 25 years 
of  scrap ing along th e bottom many C ubans are in 
desp air:  2.7 5 million ( out of  1 1  million)  h av e lef t th e 
country since 20 20 . Would th ose remaining really 
resist an American inv asion?  T h at may be wh at’s com-
ing nex t, if  you believ e th e current American rh etoric.

Since th e recent U S raid on Venez uela to kidnap  
th at country’s p resident, Wash ington h as redoubled 
its th reats against th e C uban regime. U S Secretary of  
State Marco Rubio ( th e American son of  C uban ex iles)  
said th at if  h e were in th e C uban gov ernment  h e’d be 
“ concerned” , and P resident D onald T rump  said C uba 
“ will be f alling p retty soon.”

Many of  T rump ’s scattersh ot th reats are j ust idle 
bad- mouth ing of  p erceiv ed enemies, but h e may be 
serious th is time. C uba imp orted h alf  its oil f rom Ven-

ez uela and anoth er q uarter 
f rom Mex ico, but both  coun-
tries h av e yielded to Wash -
ington’s demand to stop  sell-
ing it to H av ana.

T rump  h as also p romised to 
p ut h igh er tarif f s on any oth er 
country selling oil to C uba, 
and th e U S N av y is seiz -
ing tankers bound f or C uban 
p orts. I t amounts to a total 
energy blockade of  th e coun-
try, and th e result is h ugely 
damaging. Rolling p ower cuts 
are sh utting industries, trans-
p ort and ev en sch ools f or 
much  of  th e time.

C uba is sliding rap idly 
back into th e utter desp era-
tion of  th e ‘ Sp ecial P eriod’, 
but it would still be a big risk 
f or D onald T rump  to stage 
a f ull- scale inv asion of  th e 
island. T h ere are undoubt-
edly sev eral million C ubans 
wh o would still resist th at, 

and th ey are th e ones wh o h av e 
th e guns.

A more likely outcome is a deal 
of  th e sort th at T rump s likes, as 
close as p ossible to th e Venez uelan temp late. Find th e 
p eop le in th e ex isting C uban regime wh o are willing to 
sell out if  th e p rice is righ t, and make a deal th at giv es 
Trump the fi nal say but protects their privileges and a 
good deal of  th eir p ower. Meet th e new boss, same as 
th e old boss.

I t would be a sq ualid end f or an era in C uba th at 
started with  h igh  h op es and big ideas, but th at was 
p robably inev itable because like most C ommunist 
regimes it was ruth less and rep ressiv e. T h at f ormula 
usually works in th e sh ort term, but it generally f ails 
in th e long run. I ndeed, sometimes you can see th e 
up side and th e downside of  th e p ackage at th e same 
time.

Early in th e Sp ecial P eriod I  took a large ch unk of  
my ex tended f amily to C uba. Six  of  us were straggling 
along th e Malecó n in H av ana wh en two young men on 
a bike sliced my moth er- in- law’s bag of f  h er sh oulder 
with  a knif e. T h e younger men in our p arty gav e ch ase, 
of  course, but th e th iev es were soon out of  sigh t.

N o matter! T h ere was a genuine ‘ h ue and crime’:  
p eop le at windows and balconies all along th e street 
sh outing “ th ey went th ataway” . T h en we caugh t up  with  
th e bike –  because th e p olice h ad already stop p ed it 
and taken th e th iev es away. T h ey returned h er bag, 
containing h er p assp ort and money.

T h e nex t day a dif f erent th ief  grabbed th at same bag, 
knocking my f ath er-
in- law to th e ground. 
H e was only sligh tly 
inj ured, but th ey took 
h im to th e p olice station 
and h eld h im th ere p re-
tending to inv estigate. 
I  h ad to bribe th e ch ief  
detectiv e $ 1 0 0  to get 
h im out.

Social solidarity one 
day, braz en criminality 
th e nex t. B ut I  f ear th at 
th e solidarity is now 
mostly gone.

Cuba: It’s a matter of time GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY
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According to the Ontario Road Safety 2024 
report, there were 27,292 vehicle accidents, 
409 were fatal, and 24,545 resulted in per-
sonal injury. Most of these accidents involved 
passenger vehicles, and most of these could 
have been prevented. Just think of how much 
sorrow and money we could save in medical 
and insurance fees if we could prevent these 
collisions.

Today, everybody speeds even though 
there are signs, speed bumps, and speed cam-
eras. We, in an area where there are no side-
walks and with wide snowbanks, are unable 
to walk safely in the streets because of fast 
drivers, yet there are 30 km/h speed signs up 
all around. 

On the 400-series highways, there are 
never enough lanes to accommodate all the 
speeders and slow drivers.

So, what’s the solution that provides safety 
for our drivers, passengers, walkers, bicy-
clists, etc.  Maybe we need to find a way to 
automatically control a car’s speed and adjust 

it up or down based on location, time of day, 
weather conditions, and public safety.

In most new cars, there is a feature that 
reads speed limit signs and displays them 
on the dashboard or the front window. For 
instance, the Hyundai Ioniq 5 has a feature 
that turns the numbers red when you go over 
the speed limit, so all we need to do is not 
allow the car to exceed that speed. 

For safety reasons, there are rules that say 
we must wear seat belts. Seat belts became 
mandatory in Ontario in 1976, and it is esti-
mated that 9,000 lives have been saved. Simi-
larly, catalytic converters were made manda-
tory in 1988 to reduce acid rain and smog. 
These rules were all made for public safety.

So why not speed? Here is how it would 
work. The speed signs would all be electri-
cally controlled, allowing the speed limits to 
change. For instance, in school zones, the cars 
would go at the maximum speed the signs 
would allow. After school, the speed limit 
could be raised to normal street speeds.  Sim-

ilarly, at night, when the traffic is light, the 
speed could be changed to a higher speed. In 
a heavy snowfall, the speeds could be altered 
to fit the conditions, and all cars would go at 
the same speed.

This means everybody behind you would 
go the same speed. That way, the older vehi-
cles would have to slow down even if they 
did not have the technology needed to follow 
the speed limit.

The other thing technology would ensure 
is a safe distance between cars. Again, the 
newer models have a way to set the constant 
distance between you and the car in front. It 
would still be up to the driver in the older 
model to maintain the space between the 
driver and the car ahead.

What would this do? Firstly, the number of 
police assigned to traffic could be put to bet-
ter use. There would be a significant drop in 
accidents, deaths, and injuries, as well as in 
insurance rates. We would feel safer walking 
on the streets. No more speeding tickets. Less 

ambulance trips to the hospitals.
As cars become more automated and truly 

autonomous, we would not even have to own 
cars. We’d call them up, and they would take 
you where you want to go and pick you up 
when you told them to. No worries about 
being side-wiped or hitting cars in front or 
being hit from behind, as the cars of tomor-
row would have even more sensors than 
today to ensure that the lane is open and can 
make the change safely.

Just as was done with seat belts, we need 
to get our governments to change laws so 
that the vehicles automatically follow the 
set speed limits. Let your local government 
know how you feel.

And yes, there would be an outcry for los-
ing the independence that drivers have today, 
but there would be no opposition to more 
access to medical care and cheaper cost of 
living.

Jorma Ikavalko
Alliston

Temporary road closure in Tottenham
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Lionel Stone Avenue East in Tottenham 
will be getting a facelift and will be closed to 
through traffic for several months.

The Town of New Tecumseth is getting 
ready to reconstruct the street in 2026. This 
work will improve the road surface, sidewalks, 
streetlights, and important underground infra-
structure such as storm and sanitary sewers.

To complete the project safely, the street 
will be closed to through traffic from May 4 

to Aug. 21, 2026.
Local and emergency access will be main-

tained. Detour signs and construction signs 
will be posted.

Some early work may occur under single 
lane closures, including surveying, utility 
locates, test pits, and installing tree and envi-
ronmental protection.

For more information and updates, visit 
newtecumseth.ca/LionelStone.

Residents are encouraged to plan alternate 
routes and expect minor construction-related 
delays during peak hours.

RO AD  W O RK  –  L ionel Stone Av enue East in T ottenh am will be under construction f rom May 
to Aug. 20 26, to imp rov e th e road surf ace, sidewalks, streetligh ts, and underground inf rastruc-
ture.                                                     C O N TRI B U TED  P H O TO      

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Traffic calming
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ONTARIO 
HYDROPONIC 

BEEFSTEAK 
TOMATOES

I99
/lb

4.39/kg
I49

/lb

3.28/kg

NAKED LEAF 
MIXED OR 

BOSTON 
LETTUCE

ONTARIO 
GROWN TULIPS 
OR HYACINTHS

450
ea

save 1.49

VINCE’S OWN 
PANINI BUNS

WHITE BUNS ONLY
I99

ea

save 1.50

ACE BAKERY
WHITE 

BAGUETTE
349

ea

VINCE’S 
OWN LARGE 

STRUDELS
349

ea

375g
FROZEN ORANGE 
ROUGHY FILLETS

899
ea

283g

VINCE’S OWN 
CHICKEN OR 
VEGETABLE 

CHILI
799

ea

save 4.00

MARKDALE 
CREAMERY ICE 

CREAM
ASSORTED VARIETIES

499
ea

2L

PERRIER
SPRING WATER

ORIGINAL ONLY
I99

ea

save 1.00

SALAMINI
SALAMI SNACKS

ASSTD VARIETIES
899

ea

save 3.00

MAPLE LEAF 
PRIME BONE-

LESS CHICKEN 
BREAST

BONELESS 
PORK CHOPS 

OR ROASTS
SELECTED CUTS

549
/lb

12.10/kg

MARINELLI’S
PASTA SAUCE

ASSTD VARIETIES
499

ea

save 4.00

in effect Feb 26-Mar 11    •    even more specials at vincesmarket.ca
This flyer’s TOP DEALS

55 Queen St. South, Unit #1, Tottenham

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

299
ea

2pk

MIN

6pk

XLG SWEET 
SEEDLESS 
ORANGES

PROD OF CALIFORNIA

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

35%
OFF

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

reg 13.49/lb

ASSORTED VARIETIES

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

900ml MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

1L MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

375g MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

MEMBER
ONLY

PRICING

VINCE’S

ADVANTAGE

REWARDS

740ml

County of Simcoe council focuses on priority dispatch, early learning , HART Hub
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Simcoe County council has released high-
lights from its Feb. 10 council meeting, 
including updates on progress in programs 
across the region.

Paramedic Services Medical 
Priority Dispatch System

It has been one year since the Government 
of Ontario implemented the Medical Priority 
Dispatch System across the region. Paramedic 
Services are reporting clear improvements 
in how emergency calls are assessed and 
resources are deployed.

The transition has led to more accurate 
identifi cation of life-threatening emergen-
cies, quicker responses for the most critical 
patients, and improved overall ambulance 
availability.

Early learning and child care system 
management funding allocations

Council approved the 2026 Early Learn-
ing and Child Care Funding Plan, totalling 
$181.7 million, along with the program strat-
egies and funding allocations, while redirect-
ing any year-end municipal savings to the 
Social Services Reserve.

With approval secured, the County will 
move forward with implementing the 2026 
allocations, which support licensed child-
care, EarlyON programs, Indigenous-led ser-
vices, special needs resourcing, and sector-
wide quality initiatives.

Homelessness and Addiction 
Recovery Treatment (HART) Hub 

funding allocations
Council has approved the 2026-27 Home-

lessness and Addiction Recovery Treatment 
Hub funding plan, including the full $6.31 

million provincial allocation and the pro-
posed distribution to Primary Partners.

With approval in place, the County will 
proceed with coordinated HART Hub opera-
tions that integrate housing, mental health, 
addiction, and culturally responsive sup-
ports.

The allocations fund a full continuum of 
care, from withdrawal management to treat-
ment to stable housing.

Simcoe County Archives operations
In 2025, the Simcoe County Archives 

advanced work across its three core service 
areas: collection development, preservation, 
and public access.

Throughout the year, the Archives 
acquired new municipal and private records, 
processed backlogged materials, expanded 
digital and microfi lm preservation work, and 
supported researchers through in-person vis-

its, inquiries, and digitization requests.
Outreach, training, and collaboration with 

municipal partners also continued to help 
strengthen awareness, access, and long-term 
stewardship of the region’s documentary 
heritage.

Community partnerships – 
nutritional meal support

Council received an update on community 
partnerships with the County’s Long-Term 
Care and Seniors Services Department. This 
outlines how they continue to provide high-
quality, affordable meals to vulnerable resi-
dents across the region.

Key initiatives include the long-standing 
Meals on Wheels partnership with the Cana-
dian Red Cross, the award-winning Soup 
for Seniors program at Trillium Manor, and 
expanded meal support for local emergency 
shelters and food banks. 

Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit encourages regular STI testing
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit 
is sending out a reminder that taking care of 
your sexual health is an important part of 
taking care of yourself and your partner.

This includes being informed, prepared, 
and aware of the possible infections you 
may encounter.

Sexually transmitted infections can spread 
through many forms of sexual contact, and 
they don’t discriminate based on age, num-
ber of partners, ethnicity, gender or sexual 
orientation. Anyone who is sexually active 
can be at risk.

Many STIs, including syphilis, HIV, 
chlamydia, and gonorrhea, often show no 
symptoms in the early stages, which makes 
regular testing an important part of staying 
healthy.

Early detection can prevent complications 
and help reduce the spread of infections to 
others.

Protection starts with open conversations 
about safer sex practices with every partner.

Using condoms or oral dams, staying up 
to date on vaccinations such as hepatitis B 
and HPV, and being mindful of how using 
alcohol, cannabis, or opioids can impair 
judgment are important for reducing your 
risk.

Free condoms can be discreetly picked up 
at all health unit offi ces Monday to Friday 
during regular business hours.

The Health Unit also operates Sexual 
Health Clinics located in Collingwood, 
Cookstown, Gravenhurst, Huntsville, Mid-
land, Orillia, and Barrie.

Appointments are also available on 
Wednesdays in Elmvale.

The Health Unit’s sexual health clinics 
are safe, judgment-free, LGBTQ2+ friendly 
spaces and offer full sexual health services 
including education, counselling and STI 
testing.

Testing is free to everyone, including 
those without a health card. STI testing can 

be done without providing a name.
The Health Unit also offers free STI treat-

ment for those who test positive for bacte-
rial STIs such as chlamydia, gonorrhea, and 
syphilis.

Appointments can be booked online or by 
calling the Health Unit at 705-721-7520 or 
1-877-721-7520.

Another option for testing is GetaKit – an 
online service that delivers free and discreet 
at-home, self-testing for HIV and other STIs.

Available to residents age 17 and older, 
with HI9 self-testing specifi cally available 
to those age 18 and older, the service pro-
vides online or mail-delivered requisition 
forms authorized by a licensed physician. 



8 THE NEW TECUMETH TIMES | THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2026

Arts
Local Events&

South Simcoe Theatre’s production of ‘The Gravitational Pull of 
Bernice Trimble’ weighs family obligations and devotion  
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

It is an exploration of the darker side of the 
human condition in The South Simcoe The-
atre’s production of The Gravitational Pull of 
Bernice Trimble.

Written by Beth Graham, produced by 
Jason Bowers, and directed by Iain Maggosh, 
the play centres on a family with a matriarch 
who calls a family meeting to discuss her new 
medical diagnosis with her grown children.

In the role of middle child, Iris, Ashlee 
Brewer is a devoted daughter who displays 
common sense and walks the middle line 
when it comes to her family.

Ashlee Brewer carries the bulk of this pro-
duction, remaining on stage for the entire 
duration of the play and delivering an enor-
mous amount of dialogue Á awlessly.

Linda Alsemgeest, in the role of mother 
Bernice, is a lively and healthy woman in her 
50s, who announces that while her physical 
body is fi ne, her mental capacity is diminish-
ing and she has been diagnosed with early-
onset Alzheimer’s Disease.

Oldest daughter Sarah, played by Franca 
Ianni, is shocked to learn about the diagnosis, 
but at the same time, is in denial, insisting the 
disease probably won’t progress more than it 
already has.

In the role of Peter, the youngest child, Ben-
jamin Canedo is a man of few words, always 
in a state of non-confrontation. Once a discus-
sion starts, Peter always fi nds a reason to leave 
the room.

Upon learning of her diagnosis, Bernice 
views it as a black cloud Á oating over her 
head. She witnessed her own mother suffer 
from the effects of Alzheimer’s, and she is 
worried not only about her own future but also 
about being a burden to her children.

Bernice calls a second family meeting to 
discuss her future plans.

Sarah becomes highly emotional and 
demands that her mother rethink her plans.

Iris maintains a calm demeanour as she 
thoughtfully considers her mother’s future.

Peter decides to go into another room to 
watch television.

The play takes a hard look at obligation and 

devotion and the course family members will 
take to support each other.

It is thought-provoking and will touch many 
people who have experienced family members 
suffering from Alzheimer’s Disease.

The fi nal moments of the play are quite 
spectacular as Iris observes the bigger picture 
of where we all are in this universe.

The play has great production values thanks 

to set designer Sandy Bishop, lighting designer 
Mark Hayward, and set builder Gord Hebert.

The Gravitational Pull of Bernice Trimble
is on The South Simcoe Theatre stage through 
to March 8, with performances on Fridays and 
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday matinees 
at 2:00 p.m.

Tickets are available at the Theatre’s web-
site at www.thesouthsimcoetheatre.com.

TH O U G H T P RO V O K I N G  –  Family obligations and dev otion during illness set th e tone of  T h e South  Simcoe T h eatre’s p roduction of  T h e G rav i-
tational P ull of  B ernice T rimble. O n th e stage, Ash lee B rewer, L inda Alsemgeest, Franca I anni, and B enj amin C anedo create a story based on a 
moth er’s decision wh en sh e learns sh e h as Alz h eimer’s D isease.                                                           
                                  B RI AN  L O C K H ART P H O TO      
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to our winneR 

melanie
on this year’s 
Family Day 

Colouring Contest!
Thank You to all
our ADVERTISERS
who made it possible!

TheTimesNewTecumseth

Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!

From phantom power to time-of-use: Several tips on how to reduce home electricty bill
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

You need electricity, and we all have to pay 
for it.

However, there are ways of reducing your 
monthly electric bill by changing some habits 
and making adjustments in your home.

Phantom power occurs when electronic 
devices draw power even when not in use.

You can reduce phantom power usage by 
unplugging electronics when you’re not using 
them, plugging electronics into a power bar 
and switching it off, and setting up a charg-
ing station with a smart power strip to limit 
charging time.

Small changes to your home will help you 
reduce your power consumption.

Replace furnace filters every three months 
to reduce the energy usage of your furnace 
fan.

Use caulking and weather-stripping around 
doors and windows to keep heat in and reduce 
your energy use.

Take advantage of natural light during the 
day instead of relying on overhead lights.

By choosing the cold-water setting on your 
washing machine, you can reduce your appli-
ance’s electricity usage by up to 90 per cent.

If you are buying new appliances, make 
sure to check out the power consumption of 
new units.

EnergyStar-related appliances are designed 
to use less power.

While remaining comfortable on hot days 
is important, avoid running your air con-
ditioner between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m., when 
electricity prices are highest during summer 
months.

You can choose how your electricity is 
billed. As of Nov. 1, 2020, most Regulated 
Price Plan electricity customers can choose 
either time-of-use or tiered pricing.

If you use most of your electricity dur-
ing off-peak hours – evenings, overnight, 
and weekends – and have higher electricity 
demands, time-of-use may be your preferred 
pricing plan.

If you’re a time-of-use customer, the price 
of electricity is lower at night, on weekends, 
and on statutory holidays.

Electricity use in Ontario peaks twice per 
day in the winter. This is early morning and 
late afternoon.

During the summer, electricity use in 
Ontario peaks in the afternoon. By this time 

of day, more people start running their air 
conditioners on high.

By being mindful of these times, you can 
be selective and reduce your energy costs by 
avoiding using electric devices during these 
times.

Careful monitoring of your power use can 
result in savings on your monthly electric bill. 

NewRoads LakeRide concludes with $1 million raised for Southlake
BY BROCK WEIR

NewRoads Automotive Group concluded 
ten years of its LakeRide cycling event on 
a high note – achieving their goal of raising 
more than $1 million for Southlake Health.

The NewRoads LakeRide, which took 
place each summer, setting off on various 
routes from Newmarket to Lake Simcoe, sup-
ported a number of key areas of development 
for Southlake, but put a significant emphasis 
on the local hospital’s Mental Health pro-
grams.

“Our partnership with NewRoads Automo-
tive Group, through the thoughtful and gen-
erous leadership of [NewRoads President] 
Michael Croxon, has been a point-of-pride 

for Southlake Health,” said Jennifer Ritter, 
President and CEO of the Southlake Health 
Foundation. “Over the last 10 years, we have 
seen the NewRoads LakeRide grow and 
inspire cyclists across the region to fundraise 
and ride to make an impact on the health of 
our communities. That impact is felt across 
our hospital, but nowhere near as acutely as 
in our Mental Health Program, where care 
has been transformed through the compas-
sionate support of NewRoads.

“We are so grateful to the entire NewRoads 
Team for the commitment, enthusiasm, and 
support they have demonstrated for Southlake 
Health.”

Within Southlake’s Mental Health Pro-
gram, funds from the LakeRide have been 

used to foster healing environments to meet 
the unique needs of each patient.

The NewRoads Automotive Group Emer-
gent Mental Health Assessment Unit, which 
opened in 2020, is a testament to this commit-
ment. The dedicated Unit features six private 
assessment rooms for patients experiencing 
mental health crises and requiring urgent sup-
port.

A 12-bed adult inpatient unit opened in 
2023, which allowed Southlake to increase 
its capacity for mental health care supports.

The latest phase, which is expected to open 
this spring, will be a new patio for the pro-
gram, Southlake’s first outdoor space to sup-
port inpatient recovery.

“As a psychiatrist caring for patients in 

Southlake’s Mental Health Program, I know 
the important role that a peaceful and heal-
ing environment plays in enabling a patient 
to recover,” said Dr. Gaurav Mehta, Physi-
cian Leader of Southlake’s Mental Health 
Program. “Patients in our communities who 
come to us for care are benefiting from our 
improved and expanded spaces, like the 
NewRoads Automotive Group Emergent 
Mental Health Assessment Unit. These light-
filled, purposefully designed spaces are tai-
lored to meet the needs of mental health 
patients and we’re so appreciative of our 
partners at NewRoads and participants and 
donors of the NewRoads LakeRide over the 
last 10 years for making this a reality for 
Southlake.”

Simcoe students encouraged to apply for Umoja Black Secondary Student Leadership Award
Applications are now open for the Umoja 

Black Secondary Student Leadership Award. 
Umoja is a Swahili word meaning ‘unity.’

This award is an annual scholarship for a 
full-time registered SCDSB Black second-
ary school student who will be attending 

post-secondary school in the fall and demon-
strates leadership in their school and in the 
Black community within Simcoe County.

Selection of the Umoja Award recipient 
will be facilitated by the SCDSB Human 
Rights and Equity Office. 

The information provided in the appli-
cation will assist the selection commit-
tee (comprised of members of the SCDSB 
Equity Advisory Committee) in choosing 
the recipient.

Learn more about the award and how 

to apply on the SCDSB website at scdsb.
on.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=210982&pag
eId=38446766. 

Applications for the Umoja Black Sec-
ondary Student Leadership Award are due 
May 1, 2026.

C O N TRI B U TED  P H O TO



New book from Head of School challenges traditional concepts of classroom education
BY BROCK WEIR

The role of a teacher used to be to impart 
information.

This role has significantly shifted in recent 
years, says Dr. Cinde Lock, and schools need 
to recognize this to stay relevant in a window 
as short as five years.

´Look at the world we live in,µ she says. 
´:ith AI, everybody is going to have their 
own private tutor soon ² they already kind of 
do ² and it can push them along, help them 
learn, and give them oodles of extra ques-
tions, things to think about and context. If we 
want to be relevant in five years’ time, we’d 
better rethink what school is, what we can 
amplify, and what we can help bring alive 
that AI can never do ² and that is human con-
nection.µ

Dr. Lock, an educator of more than 30 
years and now Head of School at Newmar-
ket’s Pickering College, explores this topic 
in-depth in her new book Connections, Aca-
demics, and Purpose: Designing the Future of 
School.

Co-authored with her daughter, Anneke 
Lee, the book explores ´a bold and timely 
reimagining of education ² one where learn-
ing begins not with curriculum expectations, 
but with authentic connections, real-world 
problems, and meaningful community part-
nerships.µ

First published in January and formally 
launched at Pickering College last week, 
nearly �00 books had been sold at press time 
this week and it has already sparked a con-
versation.

Human connections, says Dr. Lock, can 
include fostering an environment where stu-
dents feel involved, valued and heard, and 
where they can better understand and connect 
with the world around them.

It is essential to help students forge a mean-
ingful link between some of the challenges 
facing our world and be a part of the change 
they want to see in the world. Connecting 
them with changemakers can help students 
see the issues through a new lens and see that 
they can make a valuable contribution.

´From a very young age, they can say, ¶I 
want to be a part of that journey. It’s informed 
citizenship and engaged citizenship. It’s also 
building empathy. It helps them feel like their 
learning is purposeful and meaningful,µ Dr. 
Lock explains. ´It’s not for the purpose of 
just being graded. If you go into a traditional 
school, every day you’re just being assessed. 
It’s about assessment and not learning.µ 

´:e’re doing that in spades at Picker-
ing College and this is really a love story to 
Pickering in so many ways, but it’s so much 
broader than that because it’s about a vision 
for what school should be and it’s a method-
ology for teachers on how to actually put it 
in place.µ

Other types of schools and other educa-
tional institutions are so ingrained with exist-
ing systems and potentially outdated ideas of 
what universities are looking for in accepting 
first-year students out of the high school envi-
ronment, Dr. Lock says.

She cites a recent discussion with a teacher 
just out of school as a prime example of 
this way of thinking. :hen Dr. Lock asked 
how the teacher could make her math les-
son more interesting, the teacher linked the 
equation of a curve with art. But that didn’t 
necessarily underscore the purpose of why 
students need to make that calculation in the 
first place.

´:hat if the student went away and said, 
¶there’s something really cool in that, and 
I thought it was really interesting,’ and, on 
their own time and in their own way, went 

and extended the project far beyond what 
you’d ever originally assigned"µ she says, 
relating a question she posed to the educa-
tor. ´:hat if the student comes back four 
weeks later and says, ¶Look what I did� I’m 
so excited about this.’ :ould you change 
the grade in the original assignment"’ The 
teacher said no, and I asked why" :hat is 
it that’s so ingrained in your thinking about 
student learning that your timing and struc-
ture have to be so tight that you don’t want 
to encourage, nor do you want to accept a 
student that’s gone far beyond, and you 
don’t want to credit it because somehow 
that’s an advantage that student had that no 
other student did"µ

The newly minted teacher stuck to their 
guns and said going down that route would 
result in ´everybody getting 100 per cent,µ 
says Dr. Lock.

´:hy is that bad" Isn’t that learning" Don’t 
you want students to be passionate about their 
learning" 8nfortunately, this is a narrow view 
of school ² it’s about the assessment more 
than the learning, more than it is about the 
passion or the interest in learning. If we want 
to have anything other than disengaged kids, 

we’ve got to make changes.µ
As Connections, Academics, and Purpose: 

Designing the Future of School continues to 
reach educators and parents alike, Dr. Lock 
says she wants the volume to ´create a move-
ment.µ She senses an opportunity to foster 
change, she says, just as Pickering College 
instills in its own students.

´I want to take advantage of the opportunity 
I have because the truth is the public school 
system is a bigger, more difficult machine to 
change,µ she says. ´They don’t have the abil-
ity to be as playful and as innovative as an 
independent school like Pickering College. If 
we can do that hard work here and see what 
works, and actually figure out what school 
could be, we can show how it can be scaled 
up and share it.

´The very core thing we want kids to do is 
feel that they can actually make a difference 
in the world, live their lives with a sense of 
meaning and purpose.µ

For more information on Connections, 
Academics, and Purpose: Designing the 
Future of School, including how to order 
the book, see supporting materials, and view 
online workshops, visit www.cindelock.com.

SH ARI N G  H ER W O RK  –  P ickering C ollege h osted a book launch  f or H ead of  Sch ool D r. C inde 
L ock last T h ursday at th e indep endent sch ool.                                   C O N TRI B U TED  P H O TO      
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DISCOVER
THE JOY
OF MUSIC!

We are located at 562 Victoria St. E., beside Wilton’s Flooring
705.250.STAR (7827) | Email RSMAAlliston@gmail.com
www.risingstarmusicacademy.ca  |  Follow us on Facebook!

We are a friendly, family run music school, providing a fun, 
positive, creative place for training in vocals, guitar, piano, 
ukulele, drums and more.
Extra services include: Royal Conservatory piano,
audition prep, singer/songwriter clinics, creating social
media platforms like YouTube and Instagram, and
contacts with recording services. We offer
two recitals every year for the students to
showcase their accomplishments!

COME AND FIND   YOUR
TALENT WITH US!

Rufus and Magic - the two most handsome and 
playful guys. These 7 year old male cats are 
great pals and would do great in a home 
together. They love to greet people, play with 
wand toys, and patrol the sanctuary. Magic 
loves pets, and Rufus is learning too. They are 
volunteer - favourites.
Both are neutered, microchipped, dewormed, 
vaccinated, � ea treated. 
Adoption fee is $275 each or $400 for the pair.
Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.
519-278-0707 

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever 
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not 
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to 
volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

Rufus and 
Magic

adopt
a cat
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HOCKLEYBEER.CA

MADE IN

S U P P O R T  L O C A L

CANADA
MADE IN
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Alliston Hornets lead Huntsville 2-0 in quarter-� nal playo�  round
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Alliston Hornets are leading 2-0 in their 
quarter-fi nal North Carruthers Division play-
off series against the Huntsville Otters.

The Hornets arrived at the quarter-fi nal as 
the second-place team in the Division with a 
32-10 record.

Huntsville fi nished the regular season in 
seventh place with a 12-30 record.

Given those stats, this series is a formality to 
get out of the way before the Hornets move on 
to the semi-fi nal round. Even so, the Hornets 
can’t take this team lightly and will have to 
bring their best game to every match-up dur-
ing the 2026 playoffs.

Getting underway on Friday, Feb. 20, on 
Hornets home ice, Game 1 of the series ended 
with a 6-1 Alliston win.

Alliston’s Gunner Kirk opened the scoring 
with two goals in the fi rst period.

The Hornets pretty much ended the game in 
the second period when they scored four goals 
before Huntsville could get one on the score-
board.

Alliston’s goals came from Nick Lamont, 
Duncan Grube, David Harvey, and Ben Smith.

There was no scoring in the third period.
The teams were back at it two days later for 

Game 2 on Huntsville home ice on Sunday, 
Feb. 22.

It was a devastating fi rst period for the 
Otters when the Hornets scored four goals in 
under 14 minutes to take charge of the game.

The Otters scored late in the period.
Alliston managed to score one more with 

just a minute remaining in the period.
Alliston’s fi rst-period goals came from 

Gunner Kirk, Liam Carroll, Nick Lamont, and 
two from Duncan Grube.

Kirk got his second goal of the game mid-
way through the second frame to give the Hor-
nets a 6-1 lead. Huntsville scored one later in 
the period.

The Otters got their third goal of the night at 
5:24 into the third period.

Jacob English scored at 12:51 into the 
period.

Grube got his third of the night and a hat-
trick at 16:06 into the third period to end the 
game with an 8-3 win.  

In the other North Carruthers Division quar-
ter-fi nal series, the Midland Flyers have taken 
a two-game lead over the Penetang Kings.

The Stayner Siskins have a one-game lead 
over the Innisfi l Spartans.

The Orillia Terriers are leading 2-0 over the 
Muskoka Bears.

The Alliston/Huntsville series will return 
to the New Tecumseth Recreation Centre in 
Alliston on Friday, Feb. 27, for Game 3.

Game time is 7:30 p.m.

L O N G  W EEK EN D  W I N S –  The Alliston Hornets host the Huntsville Otters during Game 1 of their quarter-fi nal North Carruthers Division playoff 
series at the New Tecumseth Recreation Centre in Alliston on Friday, Feb. 20. The Hornets won this game 6-1. Game 2 on Feb. 22 in Huntsville 
ended 8-3 in favour of the Hornets, who now lead the series 2-0.                                                                B RI AN  L O C K H ART P H O TO      

Provincial Junior Hockey League playo� s underway across the province
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

After a successful 42-game regular season, 
the Provincial Junior Hockey League has 
moved into the playoffs to see which teams 
will be division champions for this year.

Division champions will move on to the 
Schmalz Cup playoff to see which team will be 
crowned provincial champions for 2026.

The League regular season wrapped up with 

the fi nal games on Feb. 17.
It will be a long season for teams that go 

the distance. After the division playoffs and 
Schmalz playoffs, the fi nal series won’t get 
underway until May.

There are eight divisions in the PJHL with 
61 teams that will battle it out through division 
playoffs.

Playoffs are held as best-of-seven series.
In the North Carruthers Division, playoffs 

got underway with the fi rst games on Friday, 

Feb. 20
The division champion Stayner Siskins will 

be up against the Innisfi l Spartans.
The Spartans fi nished last in the division this 

season and lost every game against Stayner, so 
they aren’t expected to have much success in 
the fi rst round.

The Alliston Hornets fi nished in second 
place in the division, one point behind the Sis-
kins. They will face the Huntsville Otters in the 
fi rst round. Huntsville fi nished in seventh place 

with 26 points.
The third-place Orillia Terriers will meet the 

Muskoka Bears in their quarter-fi nal series.
The fourth-place Penetang Kings will face 

the fi fth-place Midland Flyers in their quarter-
fi nal.

This series should be a real battle between 
the two neighbouring towns.

If the Alliston/Huntsville series goes the dis-
tance, which is unlikely, the fi nal game of the 
quarter-fi nal series will be played on March 4. 

Don’t go fi shing for your news, community highlights, current events and more!
THE NEW TECUMSETH TIMES HAS YOU COVERED
ONLINE AT NEWTECTIMES.COM AND IN PRINT EVERY THURSDAY. 

If you have a story idea or upcoming 
event you’d like to share with us, email 
newtectimeseditorial@gmail.com
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Need help growing 
your business to the 
next level?

Reach your target 
audience by advertising in 

the New Tecumseth Times.
Email Vicki Meisner at vicki@lpcmedia.ca
to discuss your marketing needs today 

March Break travels increase the risk of contracting measles: Health unit
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

March Break often involves travel and 
gatherings, meaning travel to some destina-
tions may pose a risk of contracting measles.

The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit 
is reminding residents that this is an important 
time for families to review and update their 
children’s immunizations, including measles, 
mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccines.

Adults and children who are not protected 
against measles and certain other communi-
cable diseases may be excluded from child 
care, school, or work for a period of time if 
the disease occurs in the community.

The measles vaccine is safe and highly 
effective, providing about 97 per cent pro-
tection after two doses. In Ontario, children 
receive the MMR vaccine at one year of age 

and again at four years as part of the prov-
ince’s routine immunization schedule.

If you need a vaccination, contact your 
health care provider or book an appointment 
online at a health unit immunization clinic in 
Barrie, Collingwood, Cookstown, Graven-
hurst, Huntsville, Midland, or Orillia. 

Measles is increasing worldwide, with 
more countries reporting cases. Outbreaks 
are currently occurring in several countries, 
including Mexico and the United States.

As of Feb. 16, 2026, Health Canada reported 
192 measles cases in Alberta, Manitoba, Que-
bec, and Ontario combined this year.

Travelling internationally can increase the 
risk of exposure to measles and therefore 
bring the virus home.

Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health 
and the Health Unit recommend ensuring 
your immunizations are up to date, including 

two doses of MMR by age five, before travel-
ling.

Being vaccinated is especially important 
for:

• Children aged four to six
• Older children who missed their second 

dose of the MMR vaccine
• Those born in 1970 or after who are plan-

ning to travel outside of Canada are also rec-
ommended for a second dose

• Adults 18 years and older who are health 
care workers, post-secondary students or have 
been advised by their health care provider

Infants aged six to 11 months who will be 
travelling to areas with increased measles 
transmission, in discussion with their health 
care provider, can get an early first dose.

Anyone born before 1970 in Canada is pre-
sumed immune due to the measles circulating 
at that time.

However, if they are travelling outside Can-
ada and have never had a measles infection 
or received a measles vaccine, it is prudent to 
have one dose.

Measles most often affects young children, 
but anyone who is not fully immunized is at 
risk. The virus spreads when an infected per-
son coughs or sneezes, and it can remain air-
borne for up to two hours. 

Symptoms begin seven to 21 days after 
exposure and include fever, runny nose, 
cough, irritability, red eyes, and sometimes 
small white spots in the mouth.

Three to seven days after symptoms begin, 
a red, blotchy rash appears on the face and 
then spreads down the body.

Complications can include ear infections, 
pneumonia, diarrhea, encephalitis (swelling 
of the brain) and occasionally death in the 
very young. 

Ontario ministers release statement recognizing Human Tra�cking Awareness
On Feb. 22 Minister of Children, Com-

munity and Social Services Michael Parsa, 
Solicitor General Michael Kerzner, and Min-
ister of Transportation Prabmeet Sarkaria 
released the following statement to mark 
Human Trafficking Awareness Day:

´Human trafficking is a horrific crime that 
targets our most vulnerable, violates victims’ 
most basic human rights and has a devas-
tating impact on families and communities 
across Ontario.

“Ontario is taking action to support survi-
vors and hold offenders accountable, through 
a historic investment of $345 million in our 
Anti-Human Trafficking Strategy, the largest 
investment of its kind in Canada. We are tak-
ing a whole-of-government approach to end 

human trafficking in Ontario, including:
• Launching three Children at Risk of 

Exploitation (CARE) units since 2021 that 
unite child protection workers, police and 
Indigenous liaisons to better safeguard chil-
dren and youth who have experienced traf-
ficking or are at high risk.

• Equipping law enforcement and justice 
partners with stronger tools to identify and 
target perpetrators, dismantle trafficking net-
works and bring criminals to justice, includ-
ing through the Intelligence-led Joint Forces 
Strategy dedicated to fighting human traf-
ficking through intelligence gathering.

• Investing $6 million from 2025 to 2027 
through the Victim Support Grant program to 
fund 19 projects that help police better sup-

port victims of crime, including survivors of 
gender-based violence and human traffick-
ing.

• Developing new resources for parents to 
have early and age-appropriate conversations 
with their children about human trafficking 
and how to recognize the warning signs.

• Partnering with the trucking industry to 
raise awareness and strengthen prevention 
efforts as well as improving safety at trans-
portation hubs, including ONroute service 
centres, by improving lighting, security cam-
eras, and displaying the National Human 
Trafficking Hotline.

• Strengthening law enforcement’s access 
to key information in human trafficking 
investigations by updating guest registry 

requirements for the accommodation sector, 
including hotels and online accommodation 
platforms.

“We are deeply grateful for the compas-
sion, dedication and expertise of service 
agencies and frontline staff across Ontario. 
Together, we will continue to support victims 
and survivors and work together to build a 
safer Ontario for everyone.”

For more information, visit ontario.ca/
HumanTrafficking. If there is immediate 
danger or you suspect someone is being traf-
ficked, call �11 or your local police service.

Call the Canadian Human Trafficking 
Hotline at 1-833-900-1010 if you or some-
one you know needs support, or to report a 
potential case.
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SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION   
    

6048 HIGHWAY 9, 
SCHOMBERG

800-843-1732
FIREPLACESTOP.COM

Family Owned Business 
Established In 1987

WE HAVE FINANCING THAT MAKES “CENTS”
IT’S SO EASY YOU CAN DO IT YOURSELF. DROP IN TO SEE US TODAY AND LEARN MORE!
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TRAFFIC
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 

adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequa.

ROAD WATCH
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, an-
teposuerit litterarum formas humanita-
tis per seacula quarta decima et quinta 
decima. Eodem modo typi, qui nunc no-
bis videntur parum clari, fiant sollemnes 

in futurum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam non-
ummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 

ALCOHOL & DRIVING
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hen-

drerit in vulputate velit esse molestie con-
sequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto 
odio dignissim qui blandit praesent lup-
tatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim as-
sum ypi non habent claritatem insitam; est 
usus legenti.

THEFT
Fiant sollemnes in futurum. Lorem ip-

sum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing 
elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tinc-
idunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo 
consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor 
in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse moles-
tie

CRIMINAL CHARGES
Consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat 

nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 
iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent 
luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim.

DOMESTIC DISPUTES
Qui facit eorum claritatem. Investiga-

tiones demonstraverunt lectores legere me 
lius quod ii legunt saepius. Claritas est 
etiam processus dynamicus, qui sequitur 
mutationem consuetudium lectorum. Mi-
rum est notare quam littera gothica, quam 
nunc putamus parum claram, anteposuerit 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum do-
lore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blan-
dit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue 
duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. 

SUBHEAD
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, ante-
posuerit litterarum formas humanitatis per 
seacula quarta decima et quinta decima. 
Eodem modo typi, qui nunc nobis videntur 
parum clari, fiant sollemnes in futurum. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 

aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 

Road Watch plays role 
in keeping roads safe

NEW TECUMSETH TIMES

OPP REPORT
1-888-310-1122

BASEBAR

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con-
sect etuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut 
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim ve-
niam, quis nostrud exerci tation ul-
lamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit esse mo-
lestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu 
feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim 
qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril 
delenit augue duis dolore te feugait 
nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta no-
bis eleifend option congue nihil im-

Rollover
injures

Tottenham

New poll on fatigued and drowsy
driving reveals serious problem

EARLUG EARLUG

St. John Ambulance
announces new branch manager

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consect etuer adipiscing elit, 
sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis 
autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit 

esse molestie consequat, vel 
illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accum-
san et iusto odio dignissim qui 
blandit praesent luptatum zz-
ril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum 
soluta nobis eleifend option 
congue nihil imperdiet dom-
ing id quod mazim placerat 
facer possim assum. Typi non 

Morris Samson
St. John Ambulance
New Branch Manger

6048 Highway 9, 
Schomberg

800-843-1732
Family Owned Business

Established In 1987

COME IN TODAY FOR A GREAT DEAL! Inserts • Linear • Traditional
Free Standing • All Styles

HIGHEST QUALITY, RELIABLE BRANDS

Don’t go fi shing for your news, community highlights, current events and more!
THE NEW TECUMSETH TIMES HAS YOU COVERED
ONLINE AT NEWTECTIMES.COM AND IN PRINT EVERY THURSDAY. 

If you have a story idea or upcoming 
event you’d like to share with us, email 
newtectimeseditorial@gmail.com

Police respond to armed home invasion, public assistance sought
The South Simcoe Police Service is seeking 

the public’s assistance in relation to an armed 
home invasion.

On Feb. 19, at approximately 3 a.m., South 
Simcoe Police responded to multiple 9-1-1 
calls reporting a home invasion in progress at 
a residence on Dale Road in Innisfil. Officers 
responded to the area and investigated the inci-
dent. An initial report indicated that three male 
suspects, believed to be armed with firearms, 
broke the windows of the front door to gain 
entry into the residence.

Through investigation, it was determined 
that the suspects entered the home and sub-

sequently Áed the area in a black Acura TL; 
bearing Ontario licence plate CVCT 393. Fur-
ther investigation revealed that the suspect 
vehicle had previously been reported stolen 
from the City of Toronto on Jan. 22.

There were three occupants inside the 
residence at the time of the incident, and no 
physical injuries were reported. The incident 
appears to be isolated, and there is no ongoing 
risk to public safety.

The suspects are described as:
• Suspect #1: Black male, approximately 

6’1” to 6’3” tall, wearing a dark-coloured 
hooded sweater and a neck gaiter �face/head 

covering).
� Suspect �2: :hite male, approximately 

5’7” to 5’8” tall, wearing a black hooded 
sweater.

• Suspect #3: Short male with a large build.
Officers have obtained video footage from 

the surrounding area and are releasing images 
of the suspects in an appeal to the public for 
information.

The investigation is being conducted by the 
South Simcoe Police Service Crimes Against 
Persons Unit and is ongoing.

Police are asking anyone with information 
or who may have surveillance camera or dash 

cam footage from Feb. 1�, in the area of Dale 
Road, Hunter Street or Dawson Crescent in 
Innisfil between 2:40 a.m. and 3:15 a.m., to 
contact South Simcoe Police Investigative 
Services at �05-775-3311 ext. 1461 or email 
investigations@southsimcoepolice.ca.

Should you wish to remain anonymous, 
contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
�TIPS�. <ou can submit information online at 
www.crimestopperssdm.com. Crime Stoppers 
does not subscribe to call display, and you will 
remain anonymous. Being anonymous, you 
will not testify in court, and your information 
may lead to a cash reward of up to �2,000.

RIDE checkpoint on County 10 Road in Essa results in multiple charges for two drivers
Nottawasaga Ontario Provincial Police 

�OPP� officers laid multiple charges against 
two individuals in unrelated incidents while 
conducting Reduce Impaired Driving Every-
where (RIDE) checkpoints.

On Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026, shortly after 
12:00 a.m., Nottawasaga OPP officers were 
conducting a RIDE checkpoint on County 
Road 10 in Essa when they observed a vehi-
cle turn around before the checkpoint in what 
was believed to be an attempt to evade inter-
acting with police.

Police conducted a traffic stop on the vehi-
cle, and an Automatic Licence Plate Recog-
nition �ALPR� device alerted police that the 
license plate was unattached to any vehicle. 
Police spoke with the driver and learned that 
the driver was currently prohibited from 
driving.

Shortly afterwards, another driver 
approached the RIDE checkpoint, did not 
stop as directed, and drove through the RIDE 
with officers standing on the highway. Offi-
cers conducted a traffic stop on the vehicle 

and investigated.
As a result of the first investigation, the 

driver, Blayne O’Rourke, 30, of Innisfil, has 
been charged with:

� Operation :hile Prohibited
� 8se plate not authorized for vehicle
� Fail to notify change of name
� Fail to surrender permit for motor vehicle
� Fail to surrender of insurance card
As a result of the second investigation, the 

driver, Justin Smith, 1�, of Brampton, has 
been charged with:

� Fail to stop for police
� Fail to surrender permit for motor vehicle
� Driver fail to surrender licence
• Owner operate a motor vehicle without 

insurance
The first driver had their vehicle 

impounded for 45 days and was released on a 
Form 10 8ndertaking with a future court date 
at the Ontario Court of Justice in Bradford. 
The second driver was issued four Part III 
Summons with future court dates to answer 
the charges. 

Two people charged with impaired driving during Family Day Long Weekend
BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The number of impaired drivers on the 
road remains a concern.

Members of the Nottawasaga Detach-
ment of the Ontario Provincial Police have 
charged two individuals with impaired driv-
ing offences following traffic complaints for 
suspected impaired drivers.

Shortly after 10 a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 
14, Nottawasaga OPP responded to a traf-
fic complaint for a possible impaired driver 
who had been swerving all over the road and 
turning the opposite direction of their turn 

signal.
:hile fuelling their vehicle at a gas sta-

tion, they were observed to be staggering 
and almost fell into the pump. Police located 
the vehicle in Alliston and conducted a traf-
fic stop.

A second arrest was made shortly after 
5:30 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 14.

The Nottawasaga OPP received another 
traffic complaint for a possible impaired 
driver who had driven into a ditch before 
managing to continue driving north on 
Adjala-Tecumseth Townline.

The driver was swerving all over the road, 
driving at speeds exceeding the posted limit, 

and failing to stop at a stop sign, according 
to OPP. The vehicle took out a mailbox and 
came to a stop in the ditch.

Officers arrived on the scene and began an 
impaired driving investigation.

As a result of these investigations, officers 
arrested both drivers for impaired operation.

The driver from the first complaint, Bran-
don Hull, 36, of Niagara Falls, has been 
charged with:

� Operation :hile Impaired ² Alcohol and 
Drugs

� Operation :hile Impaired ² Blood Alco-
hol Concentration �80 plus�

The driver from the second complaint, 

Harpreet Brar, 38, of Brampton, has been 
charged with:

� Operation :hile Impaired ² Alcohol and 
Drugs

� Operation :hile Impaired ² Blood Alco-
hol Concentration �80 plus�

The accused parties were released on 
Form 10 8ndertakings and are scheduled 
to appear at the Ontario Court of Justice in 
Bradford to answer the charges.

None of the listed charges has been proven 
in court.

Each accused individual had their driver’s 
license suspended for �0 days and their vehi-
cle impounded for seven days. 
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WE PAY CASH for 
scrap vehicles - any 
size. We also buy 
construction and farm 
equipment. Open 7 
days a week. Call 
905-859-0817 (Peter)

Beeton 2 bedroom apart-
ment for rent. Central air, 
in house laundry. Main St 
above an oɉ  ce� ����� 
month plus Hydro. Con-
tact 905-936-4216

Beautiful Walk-out 
Basement Apartment

Spacious 1,300 sq. ft. 
apartment located in the 
heart of King City. Fea-
tures include: One bed-
room, 3-piece bathroom, 
In-unit washer and dryer. 
Free parking for one car. 
All utilities are included 
(except Wi-Fi). Conve-
niently close to ameni-
ties, within walking dis-
tance to the GO Station, 
anK oɈ ers easy access 
to Highway 400. Single 
occuWant� Rent: �������
month. Call 289-383-
3121 for inquiries.

505  GENERAL HELP WANTED406 VEHICLES WANTED

201 APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

201 APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Remember your loved
ones in a special way...
IN MEMORIAMS

$40 + HST

Porsche 356/911/912, 
Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have, 

I love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars. 
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride 

and joy that is fully restored. I’ll pay CASH. 

Call David 

905-367-7217

I WANT YOUR OLD CAR!

WANTED
CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

416-802-9999

16 THE NEW TECUMSETH TIMES | THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2026

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@lpcmedia.ca

• Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets
• Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
   of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

CDS is seeking to hire a:
Senior Development Officer - 

Alumni Giving
Permanent, Full-time, Year-Round Position

Commencing March 2026
Posting closes March 6

Th e  Co u n t r y  Da y  Sc h o o l  o f f e r s  J K - 1 2 i n  a
c o - e d , n o n - d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t
l o c a t e d  o n  1 00 b e a u t i f u l  a c r e s  i n  K i n g .

De t a i l e d  j o b  d e s c r i p t i o n  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t :
w w w . c d s . o n . c a / e m p l o y m e n t

WANTED:
Full-Time Accountant / Bookkeeper
A medium-sized construction company 
located in Bolton is seeking a full-time 

Accountant/Bookkeeper.
Responsibilities include:
• Accounts Receivable

• Accounts Payable
• Payroll

Please call: 416-677-7850
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612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL

BUSINESSES!
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804 SERVICES

ALL JUNK 
REMOVAL

416-876-2219

BASEMENTS • YARDS 
GARAGES • GENERAL CLEAN-UPS

SMALL MOVES • ODD JOBS
Very Reasonable Rates

Text pictures for a qute to:Call to enquire:
905-832-9655

or, text pictures to:
416-876-2219

808 STORAGE

If Drinking Has Become 
a Problem We Can Help

416-487-5591
Or Call Toll Free in Ontario

1-877-404-5591
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

www.aatoronto.org

STORAGE
AVAILABLE:

20 yard sea can con-
tainer for storage lo-
cated in Nobleton. 
Safe location. For more 
information, please call 
905-859-0817

909 PERSONALS

Remember your loved
ones in a special way...

IN MEMORIAMS
$40 + HST

Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - BesseyMcArthur - Bessey
AuctionsAuctionsAuctionsAuctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083

mcarthurbessey@gmail.com
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur
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602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

A beautiful, custom made pendant. Contains 
a genuine silver Zoman coin of 'ordian /// 
(AD 22ϱͲ2ϰϰ). Solid 10 kt. gold frame and 
large bail, with genuine .20 diamond of 

above average cut and clarity. Deasures ũust 
over 1 inch (ϯ cm.) in diameter and weighs 

10 grams. Asking $1,ϴ00.
Email mpavilons@rogers.com

Ancient Scythian short sword, dating to 
roughly 200 BC. A very nice, preserved 

specimen at 22” long. With wood stand. 
Scythian pommel swords (a variation of 

akinakes), were characteristic of Scythian 
and Sarmatian nomadic cultures in Eurasia. 

Discovered in Ukraine. Professionally 
cleaned and sealed with micro wax. A great, 

rare collectible. Asking $1,200.
Email mpavilons@rogers.com

SEASONED
FIREWOOD
647-237-5537

Face Cord $170
Bush Cord $500

Sm a l l e r  a m o u n t s  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e .
We  d e l i v e r .

1 1 5 3  Ca n a l  Rd ,
Br a d f o r d , O N L 3 Z  4 E2

QUALITY FIREWOOD
Seasoned Firewood

$425/Bush Cord.
Fresh cut

$350/Bush Cord.
Call 905-729-2303 or

705-440-6450
Truckloads of firewood

logs now available

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

610 FIREWOOD/
TREES602 ARTICLES FOR SALE 602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

Grass fed/finished Angus 
freezer beef for sale. Sides, 

quarters and bundles.

 Valleybrook Farm
905-460-4662, 

blackcow@sympatico.ca

MARCH 5TH-6TH AT 5PM EACH DAY
GAS & OIL, TOYS & SPORTS MEMORABILIA

From the out� eld to the garage. This two-day online auction features 
sports memorabilia on day 1, followed by gas & oil with trains & toys on day 2. 

Noteworthy names and nostalgic collectibles, all in one sale — ready for your winning bid!

Lots begin closing at 5pm Mar 5th and 6th.
Come preview this catalog each auction day from 10am-4pm,

or call for an appointment on another day.
Pickup & preview at our Home Of� ce Base 438280 4th Line, Melancthon.

Features: Two days � lled with autographed sports memorabilia incl. Wayne Gretzky Autographed 
Titan Hockey Stick; Gordie Howe Autographed Photo – Framed; Chicago Black Hawks #9 Bobby Hull 
Autographed Hockey Puck; Vintage Fit Bro San Francisco Giants Baseball Jacket; Reebok Chicago 

Black Hawks #7 Brent Seabrook NHL Jersey; assortment of trading cards from Topps; O-Pee-Chee; and 
BeeHive; followed by an impressive lineup of antique advertising and petroliana – showcasing standout 
pieces such as a vintage air meter; Coca-Cola Display Sign; Pressed Steel Minnitoys and more pressed 
steel trucks from brands like Buddy L; Tonka; Structo and Lincoln incl. Li’l Beaver Pressed Steel Dept. of 
Highways Excavator; Buddy L Pressed Steel Marine Boat Hauler; a large qty of vintage train pieces incl. 
Athearn HO Scale Pennsylvania Railroad Train w/ Original Box; alongside childhood classics like Marx 

Airborne Commando Hand-Cranked Toy Machine Gun; Magazines and Comics; and so much more!

Let us treat you like family too! Call: 519-288-2228 | TEXT ONLY: 519-938-1315 
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com  | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale? 
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.

KIDD FAMILY AUCTIONS
- PRESENTS -

MARCH 5TH-6TH AT 5PM EACH DAY
GAS & OIL, TOYS & SPORTS MEMORABILIA

From the outfield to the garage. This two-day online auction features sports memorabilia 
on day 1, followed by gas & oil with trains & toys on day 2. Noteworthy names and 

nostalgic collectibles, all in one sale — ready for your winning bid!

Lots begin closing at 5pm Mar 5th and 6th.
Come preview this catalog each auction day from 10am-4pm, 

or call for an appointment on another day.
Pickup & preview at our Home Office Base 438280 4th Line, Melancthon.

Features: Two days filled with autographed sports memorabilia incl. Wayne Gretzy 
Autographed Titan Hockey Stick; Gordie Howe Autographed Photo – Framed; Chicago 
Black Hawks #9 Bobby Hull Autographed Hockey Puck; Vintage Fit Bro San Francisco 
Giants Baseball Jacket; Reebok Chicago Black Hawks #7 Brent Seabrook NHL Jersey; 
assortment of trading cards from Topps; O-Pee-Chee; and BeeHive; followed by an 
impressive lineup of antique advertising and petroliana – showcasing standout pieces 
such as a vintage air meter; Coca-Cola Display Sign; Pressed Steel Minnitoys and more 
pressed steel trucks from brands like Buddy L; Tonka; Structo and Lincoln incl. Li’l Beaver 
Pressed Steel Dept. of Highways Excavator; Buddy L Pressed Steel Marine Boat Hauler; 
a large qty of vintage train pieces incl. Athearn HO Scale Pennsylvania Railroad Train w/ 
Original Box; alongside childhood classics like Marx Airborne Commando Hand-Cranked 
Toy Machine Gun; Magazines and Comics; and so much more!

This sale unlocks for bidding on Feb 6th to bidders from across the globe. 
Join in on the fun and let us treat you like family too.

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale? 
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a shout to get started.

Call, text or email anytime!
         Call: 519-288-2228  | Text Only: 519-938-1315

Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com

This sale unlocks for bidding 
on Feb 6th to bidders from 

across the globe.
Join in on the fun and let us 

treat you like family too.
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PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

ALLISTON
FENCE

(705) 250-7711 • (416) 993-0711

RESIDENTAL • FARM
COMMERCIAL

CHAIN LINK FENCE
4’ & 5’ HIGH BLACK CHAIN LINK,
ALWAYS IN STOCK
WOOD FENCE • WROUGHT IRON FENCE
FARM FENCE • BOBCAT SERVICE
DEMOLITIONS • SUBCONTRACTOR
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK/
ALLISTONFENCE

TEMPO ALUMINUM COMPANY LTD.

SIDING  |  SOFFIT  |  FASCIA
EAVESTROUGH

705-770-2290   •   416-889-0807

Your Satisfaction is our Reputation

CARPET CLEANING

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ServiceServiceAT YOUR

fullsteamcarpetcare.com • fullsteamcarpet@gmail.com
TF 1-844-755-3047 OR 416-709-3129

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED • 20+  YEARS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Three RoomsThree Rooms
Carpet Cleaning Special

FULL STEAM

$129 • Pre�:WottinN
• -urniture 4ovinN
• +eoKoriainN
• *olour )riNOteninN
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BUSINESS

AD
If you are 

reading this ad, 
our advertising 

works!

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

FENCING

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

OPEN

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA

MORTGAGE
BROKERS

Carol Freeman
Mortgage Broker

51 9 - 9 25- 6 700 X 1 02 
C EL L : 51 9 - 9 3 8- 6 51 8 

F AX : 51 9 - 9 25- 6 800
cf reem an@ do m inio nlending .ca

W W W .C ARO L F REEM AN .C A

519-925-6700
CELL: 519-938-6518

carolfreemanmortgages@gmail.com

www.carolfreeman.ca

DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group   
FSRA #13717   Independently Owned and Operated

www.carolfreeman.ca

CELL: 519-938-6518
FAX: 519-925-6800

cfreeman@dominionlending.ca

CAROL FREEMAN
MORTGAGE BROKER

211 Main St. E. Shelburne, ON

RENOVATIONS

RENOVATIONS

705-440-3336

QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP

AT AN
HONEST
PRICE

www.capstonereno.com
FULLY INSURED - FINANCING AVAILABLE

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Basements
Flooring & Tile •  Additions • Decks
Gazebos • Pergolas • We do it all

NEW YEAR TILE & BATH DEALS
A�ordable • Reliable • Local

Tile installs & bathroom renos

      416-881-2371
Email Luigi@ddesignsltd.com 

BACKSPLASH PROMO starting @ $499+HST

)

ADVERTISING LOCALLY
WORKS!

647-290-1779     647-281-9992

Carbone 
Home Renovations

Windows & Doors • Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring • Basements

Full Bathroom Renovations • Fences & Decks

ROOFING

1-877-713-6837  |  www.guaranteedroofi ng.ca
Located in King Township since 1994

The Local Roofi ng Experts That You Can Trust

ASK ABOUT
ROOF REJUVENATION

SAVE UP TO

85%
OVER THE COST
OF A NEW ROOF

• Family Owned & Operated for Over 30 Years
• Shingles, Flat Roofs, Repairs & More

• Fully Licensed and Insured

ROOFING

TREE SERVICES

Barrie Simcoe
TREE SERVICE

Michael Miehm -
Owner/Operator
Free Estimates,

Certifi ed Arborist
Fully Insured

Tree Removal, Trimming,
Hedging, Lot Clearing,

Residential and
Commercial

(705) 321-3507
Friendly & professional serivce

Serving Simcoe County
since 2007

AD
If you are 

reading this ad, 
our advertising 

works!

TO ADVERTISE CALL
519-278-1700

NEW
TECUMSETH
RECYCLES!
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WINDOWS & EXTERIOR CLEANING

ServiceServiceAT YOUR

BORA
TREE SERVICE

CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE 
CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050

WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA

SUPPORT 
LOCAL 
SMALL 

BUSINESS

TREE SERVICESTREE SERVICES

Tree Removal  •  Trimming  •  Stump Grinding
Land Clearing  •  Storm Damage  •  24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com519-938-6996 branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU
Passionate about an issue you’ve read about within the pages of the New Tecumseth Times? 

Want to share your opinion? Email us a letter to the editor to: newtectimeseditorial@gmail.com. 
Be sure to include your name and town.

Continued from P age 4

Brock’s Banter: A basketful of creativity and wonder
“ T o ensure th e P rov ince’s world- class 

institutions continue to p roduce one of  th e 
most comp etitiv e world- class institutions 
continue p roducing one of  th e most com-
p etitiv e workf orces in th e G 7  f or genera-
tions to come…  a stronger, more sustain-
able O6A3 system will ensure financial 
assistance remains av ailable f or f uture 
generations wh ile sup p orting students’ 
ap p rop riate inv estment in th eir education 
and success.

“ T o strength en th e long- term sustain-
ability of  O SAP  and bring it in line with  
oth er p rov inces, O ntario students will be 
eligible to receiv e a max imum of  25 p er 
cent of  th eir O SAP  f unding as grants and 
a minimum of  7 5 p er cent of  th eir f unding 
as loans. O SAP  will no longer of f er grants 
to students at p riv ate career colleges, in 
alignment with  ch anges made by th e f ed-
eral gov ernment to its own student sup p ort 
f unding.”

O p p osition p ush back to th e p lan was 

swif t and continued into th is week, with  
O p p osition L eader Marit Stiles stating th e 
cuts will make it h arder f or students and 
f amilies to get by and f urth er marginaliz e 
students th at are already f acing barriers.

P ush back to th e p ush back was also swif t 
f rom P remier Ford.

“ Y ou h av e to inv est in your f uture, to in-
demand j obs,”  h e said. “ I ’m not one to say, 
‘ Y ou’re p icking basket- weav ing courses 
and th ere’s not too many baskets being 
sold out th ere.’ G o into h ealth care, go into 
th e trades, go into th e j obs of  th e f uture. 
Focus on ST EM –  Science, T ech nology, 
Engineering and Math  –  th ose are wh ere 
th e j obs are.”

N ow, basket- weav ing h as always been 
low- h anging f ruit f or p eop le wh o want 
to make a p oint as th e occup ation and 
h obby h as certain connotations th at are 
th ankf ully largely outmoded, but th e f act 
basket- weav ing once again f ound itself  in 
th e crossh airs of  p olitics is p art of  wh at I  

believ e is a larger issue.
C areers in ST EM –  outlined by Ford as 

Science, T ech nology, Engineering and 
Math  –  are, of  course, key in our collec-
tiv e f utures, but I  much  p ref er th e acronym 
ST EAM as it includes Arts in th e eq uation.

Wh enev er education f unding comes into 
q uestion, it almost always seems like th e 
Arts and related subMects are the first on 
th e ch op p ing block, or, at th e v ery least, 
the first subMects mooted to me less impact-
f ul and less v aluable th an th e oth ers –  and 
th at’s f ar f rom th e case.

O ne only h as to look at th e outp ouring 
of  lov e th at f ollowed th e sudden p assing 
of  C ath erine O ’H ara recently f or j ust one 
e[ample of how the arts have significant 
imp acts on our liv es, and imp act us all in 
dif f erent ways –  esp ecially wh en h ome-
grown artists are giv en th e op p ortunities 
to Àourish, no matter what their chosen 
media migh t be.

I t is, of  course, v itally imp ortant to sup -

p ort students ch oosing to go into th ose in-
demand j obs, th at’s j ust common sense, 
but we also h av e to keep  in mind th at in 
our rap idly ev olv ing world and th e alarm-
ing proliferation of Artificial ,ntelligence in 
j ust about ev ery f acet of  our liv es, wh at 
migh t be an in- demand j ob today could be 
among th e once- h ot occup ations adv er-
tised by Sally Struth ers in th e 1 9 9 0 s on 
beh alf  of  I nternational C orresp ondence 
Sch ools. T h ink VC R Rep air, L earning th e 
P ersonal C omp uter, and G un Rep air.

Many ex amp les of  ex isting art h av e been 
used to f eed th e beast and “ teach ”  AI  h ow 
to create. B ut wh at comes out th e oth er 
side is by no means a matter of  creativ ity.

T h ere will be no substitute f or th e cre-
ativ e h uman minds around us, and th e 
beauty and j oy th ey bring to th e world.

Are th ey in- demand j obs today?  Maybe, 
maybe not. B ut tomorrow, in th e nex t year, 
and in th e nex t decade, it migh t be a v ery 
dif f erent story.   
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